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Plovdiv, i t mext placetob e 0

After Berlin and Lisbon, Plovdiv seems to be the new city where Europeans fly to find the perfect mixture of modern
and ancient culture, unique architecture and culinary experience. Plovdiv will charm you with its amazing people
strolling down its peaceful, yet lively streets at any time of the day or the night.

But if one wanders outside the city center, the urban environment changes rapidly. Accessible and lively central
streets soon become large boulevards without any resting spaces or shade but with broken sidewalks, overflowing
trash cans, streets without night-lights: places where women feel less comfortable and not as welcome in the public
space as men.

Bulgarian Fund for Women, together with Womenability, decided to take matters into their own hands, and took the
opportunity of Plovdiv 2019 to ensure that the city of tomorrow will respond to w o me meeds and wishes, not only in
the city center but also in its suburbs.

This participative analysis will serve as a guide and inspiration for the artists selected for Plovdiv 2019 to create art
that will benefit the inhabitants of two of Plovdiv's suburbs, Proslav and Trakiya, and more particularly - women,
children, elderly people and other vulnerable groups.

This first report focuses only on the area of Proslav, located in the South West of the city of Plovdiv and it is based on
exploratory walks held in June 2018.

The walks and the report are Opartofthe Bul gar i an Fund f efi S&osne ndfs ar zbil_o
inclusive, s af e and sustainable Plovdivo, iwBuropedn Capgalop ar t ﬂ € ypégram of
culture 2019. Partners: Womenability, Gender 20
Alternatives Foundation and Association fConsultancyBur eau Pr ogr es s 7 oEuropean Capitalof Culture
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\9’ About the walks

The 2 walks in Proslav were organized by the Bulgarian Fund for Women and the local partners: Gender Alternatives
Foundation and Association i Co n s u IBuremunRrogress 7a The results from the exploratory walks in Proslav: 47 walkers
and 35 fully filled questionnaires. One of the walks was open to women only. We stopped in different spots on the route to

evaluate and give feedback.
TOPIC EVALUATION

Participants gave a general evaluation on a scale from 1
to 5 of each topic . More detailed assessments are
presented on the following pages.
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(Q)) dty  Special thanks to all walkers and those who filled out the
- specialized questionnaires and made their contribution:
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*These are the 3 main words used by " "—sTt
participants to describe Plovdiv.
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"5 " In the area of Proslav, Plovdiv
AR '
>, -
. & o : & The walkers enjoy seeing the
i 4 : abundance of nature (green space,
o flowers, trees, gardens), animals
B " (storks, cats) and active people in the
n s < streets (recreation area and
playground). But they d o nliget to see
the visible trash, broken
sidewalks/roads, old buildings in poor
e ? condition.
They enjoy the
They mostly like sound of birds, the
to touch flowers quietness of nature
and cherry trees. and children's
But to many, the laughter. But d o n 0
bad sidewalks / like hearing
pavements are construction  work,
Ao A : ; very dangerous, traffic noise, people
>4 N oD ST and they dislike swearing and loud
> £, S T walking on animal music at night.
s RIS AR, feces.

. They all enjoy the taste of free They really like the smell of
S cherries in the street, fresh air flowers, willow trees and
' and fresh coffee. But they do barbecue. But they dislike
not like the cigarette smoke, the smell of open trash
the food at the canteen and cans and air pollution in
street junk food. the streets.
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B 'Q' MOBILITY AND
TRANSPORTATION

900 O

Because women and men have different mobility habits,
and therefore, different needs, we asked the participants
in our walks how frequently they use the various modes
of transportation and why they choose so. We also asked
them what their wishes were in terms of mobility, so that
officials can focus on improving the infrastructure to
womends benefit.

PHOTO

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

U Fix roads and sidewalks pavements (add
disability ramps)

U Create bike lanes (and bike racks)

U Improve signalization (better crosswalks, add
maps)

U Upgrade public transportation network in the
area (during the day and in the night)
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https://www.instagram.com/womenability/
https://www.instagram.com/womenability/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/womenability
https://www.linkedin.com/company/womenability
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jUuRSKdh5C15maQEclDQA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jUuRSKdh5C15maQEclDQA
https://twitter.com/womenability
https://twitter.com/womenability
https://www.facebook.com/womenability
https://www.facebook.com/womenability

